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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 August 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 67, 70, 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 83, 85-87, 89 and 90 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 67, 70, 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 83, 85-87, 89 and 90 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) IZI The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 67, 70, 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 83, 85-87, 89 and 90 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- statutory subject matter. 

Claim 67, 70, 74, 75, 77, 79 and 80 are drawn to a portal. It appears the applicant is 
claiming an apparatus/machine. The claims lack the necessary physical articles or objects to 
constitute a machine or a manufacture within the meaning of 35 USC 101 . As such, they fail to 
fall within a statutory category. They are, at best, functional descriptive material per se. 
Therefore the claim does not satisfy a machine for the purposes of 101 . 

Claims 82, 83, 85-87, 89 and 90 are drawn to a method. For purposes of 101, a "process" 
has been given a specialized, limited meaning by the courts. A 101 process must (1) be tied to 
another statutory class (such as a particular apparatus) or (2) transform underlying subject matter 
(such as an article or materials) to a different state or thing. Neither of these requirements are met 
by the claims, thus the method is not a patent ehgible process under 101 since it is directed to 
non- statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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4. Claim 77 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 77 recites the portal retrieves information from a public Internet site. Independent 
claim 67 recites the portal is not visible to the Internet. The applicant's remarks of August 7, 
2008, on page 7 indicate the prior art does not recite this limitation since it has indirect 
connections to the Internet. Therefore it is unclear how the portal can retrieve information from 
the Internet if it has not connections to the Internet. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. As best understood claims 67, 70, 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 83, 85-87, 89 and 90 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 7,233,992 to Muldoon et al. 
in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,148,337 to Estberg et al. 

As concerns claim 67, a portal for a private network exchange having multiple service 
providers, comprising an authentication resource configured to: receive a request to log into the 
private network (column 3, line 63; column 2, line 43) exchange; access a profile (column 4, 
lines 63-64) of a user associated with the request; authenticate the user (column 4, lines 8-10; 
column 6, lines 1 9-28) associated with the request to a plurality of applications associated with 
the private network exchange; receive a selected application (column 2, line 56) of the plurality 
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of applications; and send data representing an authorization of the user to access the plurality of 
applications to the selected application (column 4, lines 8-10; column 6, lines 19-28); wherein 
the portal is not visible to the Internet (column 4, line 1 ; column 1 , lines 37-47); wherein the 
request to log into the private network exchange is received from a first company (col. 1 , line 48- 
a first company of the different companies; col. 4, lines 58-59), wherein the data representing the 
authorization of the user to access the plurality of applications is sent to the selected application, 
the first service provider being different from the second service provider (providers are 
providing for different companies). 

As concerns claims 70 and 83, wherein the profile includes service authorizations 
representative of services to which the user is authorized to access and groups to which the user 
belongs (column 4, lines 63-64). 

As concerns claims 74 and 85, wherein the portal is accessible through a web-browser 
(column 2, line 42). 

As concerns claims 75 and 86, wherein the portal comprises a set of web pages (column 
2, line 42). 

As concerns claims 77 and 87, wherein the portal is configured to retrieve information 
from a public Internet site and to display the retrieved information (column 2, lines 43-49). 

As concerns claims 79 and 89, the authentication resource is further configured to 
generate the data (column 6, lines 19-28). 

As concerns claims 80 and 90, the data is a user object (column 6, lines 12-37). 

As concerns claim 82, a portal for a private network exchange having multiple service 
providers, a method for representing an authorization to access a plurality of applications 
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comprising: receiving a request to log into the private networi< (column 3, line 63; column 2, line 
43) exchange; accessing a profile (column 4, lines 63-64) of a user associated with the request; 
authenticating (column 4, lines 8- 1 0; column 6, lines 1 9-28) the user associated with the request 
to a plurality of applications associated with the private network exchange; receiving a selected 
application (column 4, lines 8-10; column 6, lines 19-28) of the selected applications; and 
sending data representing an authorization of the user to access the plurality of applications to 
the selected application (column 4, lines 8-10; column 6, lines 19-28); wherein the portal is not 
visible to the Internet (column 4, line 1 ; column 1 , lines 37-47); wherein the request to log into 
the private network exchange is received from a first company (col. 1 , line 48-a first company of 
the different companies; col. 4, lines 58-59), wherein the data representing the authorization of 
the user to access the plurality of applications is sent to the selected application, the first service 
provider being different from the second service provider (providers are providing for different 
companies). 

Estberg et al. '337 disclose multiple service providers (fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to provide the system of Muldoon et al. with service providers as taught by Estberg et 
al. in order to provide a means of connecting to networks. Such a modification is a combination 
of known elements yielding predictable results. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John B. Walsh whose telephone number is 571-272-7063. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:00-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John FoUansbee can be reached on 571-272-3964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John B.Walsh/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 245 1 



